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1947  PRODUCTION  GOAXS^ 

Farmers  can  look  for  another  year  of  top  production  in  1947,  close  to 
the  war  time  peaks,  according  to  C.  V.  Hemphill,  State  Director  of  the 
Production  and  Marketing  Administration.    At  the  same  time,  they  will  see 
the  beginning  of  major  adjustments  in  the  change-over  from  a  full  wartimo 
to  a  full  peacetime  economy. 

The  production  job  farmers  face  next  year  is  fourfold.    First  is  to 
meet  the  needs  of  strong  domestic  demand;  second  is  the  necessity  of  start- 
ing to  build  up  reserves  of  commodities,  many  of  which  v/ere  depleted  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  at  the  same  time  to  adjust  downward  the  production  of 
some  commodities  in  line  with  peacetime  demand;  third  is  to  supply  some  of 
the  foods  and  other  farm  products  still  badly  needed  in  some  war  devastated 
areas;  fourth  is  to  work  again  toward  a  sound  program  of  proper  land  use 
and  soil  conservation. 

Mr.  Hemphill  said  that  production  goals  for  1947  aro  being  set  up  on 
this  basis.  Primarily,  plans  for  next  year's  goals  suggest  a  total  acre- 
age substantially  the  same  as  that  plaited  in  1946,  However,  the  acreage 
in  crops  in  1947  will  have  to  be  larger  than  is  desirable  from  the  stand- 
point of  long-range  sound  management. 

WORKERS,  WAGES  UP 

The  farm  labor  foroo  on  October  1  was  4  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago 

USDA  reports  reveal,  with  11,406,000  persons  working  on  farms  in  the  Nation 

Farm,  wage  rates  were  at  a  record  nigh,  averaging  10  percent  above  October  1 

1945.  Day  rates  without  board  averaged  $4.94,  compared  with  1935-39  averag 
for  October  1  of  $1.55. 
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CROP  INSURANCE  ADDS  50,000  WHEAT  CONTRACTS 
More  than  50,000  farmers  signed  Federal  all-risk  crop  insurance  con- 
tracts during  the  sign-up  campaign  just  ended  in  States  growing  winter  wheat 
preliminary  estimates  show. 

Indiana,  with  almost  5,000  contracts  so  far  leads  all  States  in  the 
number  of  now  policies  signed  by  winter  v/hcat  growers.  More  than  58  percent 
of  Utah's  wheat  farms  arc  now  protected  by  Federal  Crop  Insurance  contracts. 
The  State's  total  is  over  4,000,  including  the  1,000  signed  this  last  summer 
Ohio  has  an  insurance  program  in  all  of  its  counties.  To  be  eligible  for 
participation,  a  county  must  havo  50  insured  wheat  farms  or  one-third  of  the 
wheat  farms  in  the  county. 

Sign-ups  now  under  way  for  spring  wheat,  cotton,  and  flax  will  reach  a 
peak  in  all  States  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year.    Some  States  report 
signing  up  a  number  of  spr  ing  wheat  farmers  immediately  following  their 
winter  wheat  closing  dates*    Winter  wheat  contracts  are  for  3  years  duration 
and  protect  an  insured  farmer's  investment  against  loss  from  any  natural 
hazard.     In  1945,  insured  wheat  farmers  collected  indemnities  under  Federal 
all-risk  crop  insurance  for  crop  losses  caused  by  37  different  kinds  of  crop 
hazards . 

Over  a  half-million  contracts  are  now  protecting  farmers  who  grow  the 
five  crops  insured  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  all-risk  crop  in- 
surance program.    Including  the  hew  contracts,  over  350,000  policies  now  pro 
toct  whoat  farmers.    Nearly  115,000  cotton  crop  insurance  contracts  covered 
the  1946  cotton  crop.    Flax  farmers  signed  about  11,000  contracts  on  their 
1946  crop. 

Federal  all-risk  crop  insurance  will  be  offered  to  all  New  Mexico 
farmers  on  their  1947  cotton  crop  beginning  next  month.     The  closing  date 
for  signing  contracts  will  be  February  28  in  irrigated  counties  and  January 
31  for  all  other  New  Mexico  counties. 
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MIDWEST  IAMB  ggBDIgG  STAGING  BIG  COMEBACK 
Abundant  rainfall  in  recent  \vccks  has  improved  prospective  pasturage  through- 
out the  Groat  Plains  area  to  a  point  never  before  equalled  and  has  croated  a  koon 
demand  for  livestock,  especially  lambs,  to  use  the  feed.    As  a  result,  movement 
of  stoclcer  and  feeder  lambs  into  the  Corn  Belt  States  has  picked  up  markedly  and 
the  prices  for  feeder  lambs  have  advanced  so  sharply  there  is  some  danger  ewe  lambs 
originally  intended  for  replacement  stock  will  be  diverted.     This  report  by  tho 
Department  of  Agriculture  includes  information,  however,  that  feedlot  activity  in 
Western  States,  particularly  Colorado,  may  drop  considerably  bolow  last  year's 
number  which  was  the  smallest  in  nearly  20  years.    California  promises  to  be  the 
only  bright  spot  in  the  Western  feoding  picture,  with  movement  of  sheop  and  lambs 
into  the  State  during  August  and  September  at  record  volume. 

CATTLE  FEED IIIG  TREND  UP 
At  tho  same  time,  the  Department  noted  that  shipments  of  stocker  and  feeder 
cattle  into  the  11  Corn  Belt  States  during  July  through  September  has  been  36  per- 
cent abovo  the  same  period  in  1945  and  much  larger  than  in  any  other  year  since 
1940.     The  number  was  above  last  year  in  all  States,  with  the  largest  increases  in 
Iowa,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

HIGHER  PRICES  CUT  LI  ILK  ALP  C  REAL..  USE 
Reduced  consumption  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  appears  to  have  accompanied  the 
higher  retail  prices  charged  for  those  products  since  price  controls  and  subsidise 
ended  on  July  1,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Consumption, 
however,  is  still  above  the  prewar  average,  and  increased  butter  production  has 
taken  up  most  of  the  butterfat  made  available  by  decreased  consumption  of  fluid 
milk  and  cream.    For  1946  as  a  whole,  consumption  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  in  the 
United  States  is  expected  to  be  around  430  pounds  per  person  compared  with  438 
pounds  in  1945  and  340  pounds  for  the  1935-39  average. 
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PRO  TSUI  MEAL  FREED 

Termination  of  all  restrictions  on  the  distribution  and  use  of  protein  meal 
and  soybeans  and  the  ond  of  protein  meal  set-asides  was  ordered  by  USDA  on  October 
17.    Revived  last  January  to  obtain  better  distribution  and  prevent  shortages  in 
livestock  feeding  areas,  the  restrictions  have  been  removed  as  part  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture's  program  to  end  controls  on  farm  products  at  the  carliost 
possible  date. 

SUGAR  ORDER  TIGHTENED  TO  INCREASE  SUF PLIES 
Amendment  of  War  Food  Order  51  to  provide  approximately  100,000  tons  more 
sugar  from  the  1946  sugarcane  crop  by  controlling  the  diversion  to  unrationed 
syrups  and  molasses  was  announced  last  week  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Establishing  strict  adherence  to  the  USDA  formula  for  recovery  of  sugar  as  a  con- 
dition for  producing  and  distributing  the  unrationed  products,  the  amendment  is  a 
further  stop  in  the  Department's  program  to  provide  U.  S.  consumers  with  as  much 
sugar  as  possible  under  the  tight  world  supply  situation. 

FARI.I  NSY/S  SHORTS 

DURING  THE  FIRST  NINE  MONTHS  of  1946,  1,103,670,000  chicks  wore  produced,  26 
percent  less  than  the  1,494,291,000  produced  during  the  same  period  last  year. 
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DAILY  DIET  OF  AN  AVERAGE  AMERICAN  in  1946  is  estimated  to  supply  3,300 
calorics.     This  is  10  percent  more  than  the  average  for  any  country  in  the  world 
except  Canada. 
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BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS  reports  2,334,399  bales  of  cotton  ginned  from  the  1946 
crop  prior  to  October  1,  compared  with  2,177,768  bales  for  1945  and  3,963,150  bales 
for  1944. 

****** 

TOMORROW'S  FARM  TRaCTOR  will  be  a  two-way  machine  having  the  samo  speeds  for- 
ward and  reverse,  according  to  cho  opinion  of  a  group  of  agricultural  engineers 
and  some  farmers  consulted  by  USDA  engineering  research  people. 
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